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LIVING AT EAST RISDON AFTER THE BRIDGE 

COLLAPSE 

By Geoffrey Cashion (President L.H.S.) 

 

We built our first family home at 74 Grass Tree Hill 

Road, now Saundersons Road, in 1972. 

In 1974 we spent Christmas in Sydney having 

travelled with our car on the Empress of Australia 

and staying at my in-laws home at Merrylands in 

the western suburbs about 12 miles from Sydney. 

Two weeks after the Bridge Disaster we came 

home on the Empress, and as we entered the 

Derwent River we could see our bridge cut in two, 

a sad sight. 

We drove past Government House, no car on the 

road, and found a huge gate at the entrance to the 

Bridge to stop the traffic.  We lived not far from the 

Risdon Punt so we drove along Risdon Road to the 

Zinc works to find cars, buses etc parked 

everywhere at the point so we joined the queue.  

Our son was only 3, and our daughter was 6 

months old and in a carry basket, so Maree took 

them with her and went on the Punt as a 

passenger and walked home.  I stayed with the car 

and 2 hours later drove onto the punt and home.  

When I drove up our driveway we had 8 cars 

parked on vacant land in front of our house, cars 

were left there for the next 8 months until the 

Bailey Bridge was built. 

The road to the Punt was very narrow and was 

unsealed.  Cars could only park on one side of the 

road and it was later widened to allow cars to park 

on either side.  We always knew when the punt 

had arrived as there would be a great amount of 

cars leaving the area and then there was no noise 

for the next 20 minutes. 

A new punt called the Bowen was built and the 

Risdon was taken out of service having done a 

great job for many years.  We watched the building 

of the Bailey Bridge and could tell when cars were 

traveling faster than they were allowed as the 

timber planks on the road way would make more 

noise. 

We all walked to the end of our road to see the 

royal cars drive past with the Queen and the Duke 

– we all got a wave! 

The Bowen Bridge began to take shape and the Old 

Beach Road works finished to become the East 

Derwent Highway. 

Our little area had changed for the better where 

we lived.  The next big thing to happen was when 

Clifford put his boat up on the rocks over Easter. 

 

L.H.S. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 

 

Just a reminder that it is that time of year 

again!  Subscriptions are now due and remain at 

$25 per person or $40 per couple.  Payments can 

be made in cash at any of our meetings, or by 

direct deposit to the Society's bank account.   

For any enquiries please contact the Treasurer, 

Lyn Winters, on 0402 063 179. 

  

FRONT PAGE: Lindisfarne Congregational 

(Uniting) Church, pictured c. 1912 and 2000. 

The church will sadly be decommissioned 

next month. See pages 6-7. 
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Lindisfarne Historical Society Inc. 

Committee 

President: Geoffrey Cashion (PH: 6243 7740) 

Vice-President: Penny O’Brien (PH: 0439 379 640) 

Secretary:  Susan Gardner (PH: 0418 289 732) 

Treasurer: Lyn Winters (PH: 0402 063 179) 

Archive Officer/Display Manager: Ann Curran 

Committee: John Counsell, Dorothy Cuthill, Margaret Harrison, Bernadette Peck & Alan 

Townsend  

Newsletter/Publishing Sub-Committee: Rebecca Johnson & Penny O’Brien  

Facebook Administrator: Fran Read 

 

Society Meetings for 2025 
 

Monday March 31st @ 2pm (AGM included) 

Monday April 28th @ 2pm 

Monday May 26th @ 2pm 

Monday June 30th @ 2pm 

Monday July 28th @ 2pm 

Monday August 25th @ 2pm 

Monday September 29th @ 2pm 

Monday October 27th @ 2pm 

Monday November 24th @ 2pm 

 
All meetings to be held at the Lindisfarne Community Activities Centre (LCAC),  

37a Lincoln St. Lindisfarne, unless stated otherwise. 

 

All are welcome to attend and afternoon tea will be provided. 
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HUGH JONES 

 

 

“Two Good Soldiers, One Great War” is the true 

story of two Tasmanian soldiers caught up in the 

horrors of World War I. 

Using long lost letters sent home from Australian 

soldiers at Gallipoli and on the Western Front, 

author Hugh Jones has piece together a tale of 

remarkable friendship between two men 

separated by half a world during the First World 

War. The book tells the story of young Tasmanian 

teacher Ivor Margetts, a popular and talented 

footballer (good enough to represent Tasmania at 

the 1914 Australian National Football Carnival in 

Sydney), and his military mentor and landlord 

Major Charles Simmons. 

As lieutenant with the 12th Battalion, Margetts was 

one of the first Australians ashore at Gallipoli on 

25th April 1915. Too old to enlist, militia stalwart 

Simmons was hastily appointed to run the 

dilapidated Hobart gaol, with fateful 

consequences. 

Margetts became of Tasmania’s best known and 

loved soldiers. Simmons was lost to history. 

 

Author Hugh Jones is a sixth generation 

Tasmanian, born in Hobart in 1959, who has spent 

more than 30 years in print journalism, working 

for newspapers in Tasmania, London, Oxford and 

Melbourne. As a boy growing up in Hobart, Hugh 

heard the story of Ivor Margetts and Charlie 

Simmons from his great aunt, Jean, Charlie’s 

daughter, who lived alone in the old family house 

in Lindisfarne where she had been born before 

Federation. 

Jean, who was unmarried, died in 1984 and the 

house was sold and her belongings dispersed. 

More than 30 years later, when Jean’s nephew 

Robin died and his home was packed up, a trove of 

letters and other memorabilia dating to WWI was 

discovered among his belongings. Most of the 

letters were written to Charlie Simmons by 

Tasmanian soldiers fighting a war on the other 

side of the world - many of them were from Ivor 

Margetts. 

Intrigued, Hugh became determined to 

understand the link between these two men, and 

to discover the truth about Margetts war 

experiences. 

 

Margetts and his 12th Battalion were amongst the 

first ANZACS on the beach at Gallipoli that fateful 

morning of 25th April 1915. He survived the first 

day, despite his battalion commander being killed 

and his company commander badly wounded. A 

few weeks later he wrote a short account of that 

landing day which was published in a number of 

Australian newspapers.  
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Margetts was the only Australian officer to remain 

on the peninsula throughout the entire campaign, 

being neither wounded nor sick enough to 

warrant evacuation. 

 

Although he dearly wanted to go to war, Charlie 

Simmons was too old to enlist. He was given the 

job in Hobart of managing the city’s gaol, a 

structure that dated to convict times and was 

totally unsuited for modern penology. Prisoners 

found it easy to escape and Charlie became the 

scapegoat for years of inaction and incompetence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The war would claim both their lives, even if 

Charlie lived for another 12 years after the 

Armistice. Their families were affected for 

generations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to having 

Hugh Jones as our Guest 

Speaker this month – don’t 

miss this one!  

Mark your dairies for 

Monday, 31st March at 2pm! 

 

 

Captain Ivor Margetts standing outside his 

tent, c.1914.                                                            

Source: Australian War Memorial (H15808) 
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THE LINDISFARNE UNITING CHURCH 

Lindisfarne grew slowly from its early days, when 

it was more of a picnic/holiday destination for 

residents of the Western Shore, to become the 

beautiful, thriving place it is today.  

In those early days Bellerive was the main 

settlement on the Eastern Shore, and most 

services, including Ministers of the Churches, 

were based there.  

Congregational worship in Beltana, as Lindisfarne 

was called in the late 1800’s, was held in the “Old 

School House” (21 Lincoln St) with Rev Gann, the 

Minister in Bellerive driving over by sulky to 

conduct the afternoon services. At the time this 

school building was shared for worship with the  

 

Anglicans whose services were held there in the 

morning.  

Matthew Wilkes Simmons, son of a Congregational 

Minister who came to Van Dieman’s Land in 1860, 

was a prominent early resident of Lindisfarne. He 

offered land to both churches so that they could 

build their own Church buildings. The 

Congregational Church accepted land on the 

corner of Derwent Ave and the now East Derwent 

Highway.   

The Church was built by Jonas Cranston 

(grandfather of the late Noeline Heaven), a 

member of the congregation and a Stonemason 

who had his own quarry in Malunna Road with the 

Foundation Stone for the church being laid by Rev 

Percy, Chairman of Congregational Union, on 27th 

 

LINDISFARNE UNITING CHURCH 

DECOMMISSIONING SERVICE 

 

The decommissioning service for the Lindisfarne Uniting Church will be held 

on Sunday 6th April @ 2pm, 

198 East Derwent Highway, Lindisfarne. 

You are invited to attend, if you are interested, especially if you have had association with the 

church in the past. 
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May 1903.  The church was officially opened on 

the 4th November 1903. In 1908 a front porch and 

a small at the back were added.  

A Manse was constructed behind the church in 

1960 and, over the years, many Ministers have 

resided there.  

In 1963 a large hall was built on land across from 

the church and this was regularly used for Church 

and community activities. 

This Church became the first United Church in 

Australia when it successfully joined with the 

Methodists and the Presbyterians in 1956. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(The Uniting Church in Australia was formed on 

the 22nd June 1977 when a large percentage of 

these three churches joined together nationwide.) 

Sadly, times have changed and this beautiful little 

church will hold its final service on 6th April 2025. 

Many of us who live in Lindisfarne will have fond 

memories connected to this church. Maybe it is to 

have attended the Sunday School or to have sung 

in the Choir, certainly many will have strong 

family connections and it is sad that this is 

happening.  The service takes place Sunday 6th 

April at 2pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Mercury, 10th November 1903, page 6 
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THE LINDISFARNE ANGLICAN CHURCH 

The first Anglican services in Lindisfarne were 

held in the recreational pavilion before being 

moved to the old school house (21 Lincoln St) in 

the late 1890's.   In 1907 the Mission Hall (known 

as St Aidan’s Hall), built on the corner of Lincoln St 

and the now East Derwent Highway, was opened 

providing regular Church services and Sunday 

School for the local parishioners. In the mid 

1920’s land was purchased on the corner of 

Amelia and Lincoln Streets for the building of the 

current church. Bishop Hay laid the Foundation 

Stone for St Aidan's on Anzac Day 1925 and the 

Church was dedicated on 7th March 1926, again by 

Bishop Hay.   

The Church was constructed by Jonas Cranston 

and Bill Tanner, with a temporary wall 

constructed that would last for 36 years.  

 In March 1953 the Mission Hall was moved to its 

current location next to the Church.  This was a 

major operation, involving disconnection of 

power supplies, traffic diversions etc.  In more 

recent years, further additions have been made 

and the Hall is now connected to the Church. The 

church extension was added in 1962 and 

dedicated by Bishop Cranswick. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year therefore marks 100 years since the 

opening of St Aidan's Church, now known as the 

Lindisfarne Anglican Church.  A special Centenary 

Service, with the Bishop the Right Rev Dr Richard 

Condie in attendance, will be held on Sunday 

April 27th at 10am and all are invited to attend. A 

special concert will also be held on Saturday 

April 26th at 2pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Mercury, 5th March 1953, page 6 
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Lindisfarne Anglian Church today 
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LINDISFARNE HISTORICAL SNIPPETS  

(continued) 

by ROSS BUTLER 

This is the fourth snippet from “An Outline of the 

Development of Lindisfarne” by Audrey Hudspeth. 

Hudspeth says that the precise date of the 

founding of Lindisfarne is not clear.  

Under the name of “Beltana” there was clearly by 

1890 a locality.  The name was an aboriginal word 

meaning “running water” and was allegedly 

chosen by Mathew Simmons. In 1892, Hudspeth 

says, Beltana appears as a subdivision of the 

Clarence Municipality and, also in that year, it 

received recognition as a separate postal district 

with the establishment of its own Post Office.  

By 1892-93 it had the status of a town under the 

Town Boards act of 1891 which enabled 

applications for government funding to assist with 

land acquisitions and town improvements. It was 

not until 2nd November 1894 that it was officially 

proclaimed as a town under the municipality of 

Hobart for broad administrative purposes. But the 

passing of a new Local Government Act in October 

1906 led in 1907 to Lindisfarne coming again 

under the Clarence municipality.  

The name of “Beltana” was dropped in 1903 for 

that of “Lindisfarne”.  Hudspeth says that one 

possible reason was that the by then federally 

controlled Post office objected that there could be 

confusion with the South Australian Beltana. 

Nevertheless, the duly elected Beltana Town 

Board, which had its first meeting in 1894, 

continued its activities until 31st December 1907. 

Hudspeth stresses the importance of the work of 

the Board in these early years in formulating 

principles which ensured the “establishment and 

enhancement of the most attractive features of 

present-day Lindisfarne. 

These were, she says, a determination to maintain 

the recreational attractions of the Township by 

acquiring and administering recreational 

grounds, establishing an Esplanade by the 

purchase or donation of land and strict control of 

minimal house size to discourage substandard 

housing. 

Residential settlement was encouraged by the 

provision of a large number of quarter acre blocks. 

The Alan Sealy Butler family of 24 Esplanade 

benefited mightily from the huge prolific 

vegetable plots of their parents' quarter acre block 

and easy access over the Esplanade and down the 

bank to a lovely clean 30 metre long sandy beach 

bordered by sandstone outcrops and small ponds.  

What a delightful childhood playground! 

 

See next page for an interesting take on 

Beltana’s name change which appeared in The 

Tasmanian News newspaper…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a question? Perhaps you would 
like to contribute something to the 

newsletter?  

Please feel free to contact us at: 

lindisfarne.history@gmail.com 
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Tasmanian News, 14th August 1903, page 3 
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Lindisfarne Historical Society Inc. 

Notice of Annual General Meeting: 

 

Monday 31st March 2025 @ 2pm 

 

Where: Lindisfarne Community Activities Centre 

37a Lincoln St, Lindisfarne 

 

Come along and have your say on the future of our Society. 

All positions on the Committee will be declared vacant and the Committee 

for 2025 will be elected. 

If you are interested in nominating yourself, or another, for the Committee 

please contact the Secretary, Susan Gardner on  

0418 289 732 or email: lindisfarne.history@gmail.com 

All members are urged to attend. 

 

Following the AGM our Guest Speaker will be 

Hugh Jones 

Author of “Two Good Soldiers – One Great War” -  

the story of Ivor Margetts and Major Charles Simmons 

 

Afternoon Tea will follow the meeting. 

 

Geoffrey Cashion, President      Susan Gardner, Secretary 

 

mailto:lindisfarne.history@gmail.com

